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On Feb. 18, the Commission for the Defense of Human Rights in Central America (CODEHUCA,
headquartered in Costa Rica), released a detailed report on the Jan. 22 massacre of eight men and
seven women in El Zapote, Ayutuxtepeque, located on the outskirts of San Salvador. Salvadoran
human rights organizations and a survivor claim soldiers pertaining to the 1st Infantry Brigade
were responsible. According to the CODEHUCA report, most of the victims died as a result of
stab wounds, the rest having been shot to death. With the exception of two female victims, all had
their throats slit. The bodies of all of the victims displayed multiple wounds, and the breasts of
the female victims were slashed. Two children, ages 13 and 11, survived the massacre by hiding
under a bed. Eighteen children were left orphans. In a report on the incident, the independent
Salvadoran Human Rights Commission (CDHES) said that residents of the Ayutuxtepeque area
had been affected by death squad activities throughout the past 10 years, and are regularly targets
of threats and abductions by soldiers. According to the CDHES, "In the days prior to the massacre,
soldiers from the Belloso Battalion dropped fliers in the area threatening the local population...
[O]n numerous occasions, members of the special forces of the 1st Infantry Brigade have passed
through [El Zapote and surrounding communities], clad in black and heavily armed..." The
CODEHUCA report said that testimony on techniques used by the Salvadoran special forces
provided by a deserter in 1989 strongly suggests that these soldiers were involved in the massacre.
The special forces specialize in killing civilians accused of collaborating with or being members
of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). In his testimony, the deserter said,
"We killed them by cutting their throats or strangling them. We never used firearms...We cut their
throats, strangled them, or poured sulfuric acid in their veins."
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